


This impeccable 196/ Camaro
was literally given away at the
2017 F-Body Nationals

Story Taylor Kempkes - Photos Richard Chenet

| § SUALLY WE HAVE ZERO COMPLAINTS about our job here at
e B Super C “hevy—writing » features and rech, going  to shows, and hanging out
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Buc for cthe first time in a long time, we seriously wished we were just regular car guys
going to the 2017 F-Body Nationals. Why? Because if that we re th case, we could
have 11111.1\ possibly, hupthl]x taken home this g gorgeous 1967 Camaro! But alas, here
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we are still writing stories and
doing the same thing without
a '67 Camaro in the garage.
OK, time to move on. Our job
is precry good; life is precry
good; no more complaints
from here on out, we promise.
With thar licele picy-party our of the
way, ler us tell you abour chis stellar all-
around '67 Chevy Camaro. Chris Baker,
founder of the |:-Huc|1l.' Marionals, decided
the bese w ay [o get his i.l:'l:'l.l:lgl]]’."l.l event
oft to a good starr was ro give something
away as an incentive for folks to show
up. Just like the resc of the show, Chris
wasn't going to skimp our and raffle off
a jacker or a 320 coffec shop gifr card,
Nope, he was going o give away a whole
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darn car. Lucky for him (knowing Chris,
he pr r]}:lhl:c |:|]:Lr1nr.':] i this wa}':l the firsc
F-Body Nationals was going to take place
in 2017, which happens to be the 50ch
anniversary of the Camaro, So whar ber-
ver car to give away than a 1967 Camaro.
With the car decided on, he started
organizing the build. Chris got in touch
with Alan Pound of A&R Restoracion
who came on board vo do the buildup
of the Camaro. The first and most logical
step was gerring a '67 Camaro—
a task thar seemed easy enough at first.
Alan found a recently freshened car
that seemed like a grear starting point.
“Seemed” being the key word there
because once he stared digging inro i,
the car turmed our to need way more
work than ;I.Ht‘il:_"i]’l.‘l.l.’f._'d. The quiv;k pre-
purchase examination hadn't revealed

some poor repairs in the rear quarcer-
panels, and before long the car saw new
quarter-pancls, crunk floor, crunk lid, and
tail panel from Golden Star Classic Auro
Parts. Once the body of the Camaro was
in a much more acceprable stare, A&R,
prepped the car for painc. Using Axalea’s
Chromapremier paint, they sprayed che
a7 in Bolero Red wich an Ermine Whice
bumblebee scripe. A design that will never
go out of style!

When chey purchased the Camaro
it had a worn-out small-block under
the hood, which wasn't going to cur it.
Instead, they opred for an SP350,/385
Connect & Cruise from Gandrud
Chevroler in Green Bay, Wisconsin.
The turn-key package came wich a
ready-ro-go 350 small-block topped wich
a dual-plane intake manifold sitting



berween Chevrolet Fast Burn aluminum
cylinder heads and fed wich a 770-cfm
Holley carbureror. Srraighe our of the box
it makes a healchy 385 horsepower and
just over 400 Ib-fi of torque. The other
half of the Connect & Cruise deal is the
transmission: 2 Chevroler Performance
Hydra-Maric 4L65E four-speed auro-
maric paired with a SuperMaric torque
converter, The Connect & Cruise’s
24-monch,/50000-mile warranty was
just icing on the cake for Chris.

There were just a few more decails to
ger the Camaro running and sounding
as it should, such as a CFR. Performance
aluminum radiavor and a full Holley
Blackhearr exhauwst system. Feeding
power o the rear wheels is a Moser
12-balr rearend.

Underneach the car, A&R
Restorarions installed a plethora of
Classic Performance Produces (CPP)
goodies to bring the Camaro’s ride and
handling forward a few decades. They
nprrd for CPP's Stagr IV Pro '[}nlring kit
thar, for che frone, includes cheir rubular
upper and lower control arms, antisway
bar, and adjuscable billet coilovers. For
the rear, the CPP kit includes sport leaf
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Springs and 'k"iking adjustable biller shocks.
CPP's 13-inch rorors and dual-piston
calipers were fitted to che front of the
Camaro while che rear saw the same Serup
but wich 12-inch rotors. The final piece
of the Stage IV puzzle is the 500 series
power steering box chat seriously modern-
izes the Camaro's 3r¢'tring feel.

IF chis 1967 Camaro was really going
to take advanrage of its modernized
powertrain, suspension, and brakes, it
necded an equally modern wheel and dire
combeo. Chris went to American Legend for
a set of their chree-piece torged Blackhawk
whieels, 18x8 in the front and 18x%9 our back.
As for the rubber, Falken Tires provided a
staggered set of their Azenis FK510 tires
measuring 225/407R18 and 255/407R18,
front and rear rf.'nl:r,'q‘ri'.'q'll.'.

As far as che incerior goes, it's a mix
of stock with a lirtle exrra sryle here and
there, PUI Interiors supplied reproduc-
tion stock door pancels, center console,
and carpet ;1|nng with custom red and
black houndstoath scar covers. Where
the stock dials would be are now Classic
Instriments "I-"t']m'i!}' hl:u.'k gauges, ;md a
Shifrworks shifrer connects to the 4L65E.
Finally, Vintage Car Audio supplicd a

classic-style head unit and speakers while
a Vintage Air A/C system was installed
to keep everything cool as can be,

What made chis giveaway Camaro
even berrer was the Face that ic was a
real driver. Chris didn't have the guys
at A&R put the car togecher and then
immediately pass it along to the winner.
He drove it In Face, Chris took the car on
l:|'|t: 2017 HOT ROD Power Tour w]u'rq
the Camaro was driven well over LO0OO
miles and shown off at every stop. Then
the weekend of the F-Body Nationals
the car even made a few exhibition passes
down the quarter-mile at Memphis
Internarional Rﬂl..'t,‘“'ft}'._ further pruving
its roadworthiness and performance.

We were never eligible o rake the
Camaro home wich us chis pasc year
and probably won't have any more luck
this year. But you still have a chance
because rumer has it Chris is schem-
ing up another car to give away, a 1968
Camaro this time for the 2018 show on
Seprember 21-22, and we can't wait to see
how it comes out! B3
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